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In the claims: 

1 . (currently amended) A method for masterless building block partitioning comprising: 
communicating among a plurality of building blocks to determine a partition to which each 

of the plurality of building blocks is to be partitioned; 

for each unique partition to which one or more of the plurality of building blocks is to be 
partitioned, 

communicating among the one or more of the plurality of building blocks to 
determine building block uniqueness of the unique partition; and, 

joining the unique partition by each of the one or more of the plurality of building 

blocks^ 

wherein communicating among the plurality of building blocks comprises at least one of: 

sending irom each building block of the plurality to all other building blocks of the 

plurality a partition identifier identifying the partition to which the building block is to be 

partitioned: and. 

sending from each building block of the plurality to all other building blocks of the 

plurality a logical port identifier identifying the building block in the unique partition . 

2. (cancelled) 

3. (currently amended) The method of claim [[2]] L wherein communicating among the 
plurality of building blocks comprises receiving by each building block of the plurality from all 
other building blocks of th© plurality partition identifiers identifying the partitions to which all the 
other building blocks are to be partitioned. 
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4. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein communicating among the plurality of building 
blocks comprises sending firom each building block of the plurality to all other building blocks of 
the plurality a physical port identifier identifying the building block. 

5. (original) The method of claim 4, wherein communicating among the plurality of building 
blocks further comprises receiving by each building block of the plurality from all other building 
blocks of the plurality physical port identifiers identifying all the other building blocks. 

6. (original) The method of claim 4, wherein the physical identifier comprises a physical port 
identifier. 

7. (cancelled) 

8. (currently amended) The method of claim [[?]] 1, wherein communicating among the-ene 
or more of the plurality of building blocks fiirther comprises receiving by each building block of 
the one or more of the plurality from all other building blocks of the one or more of the plurality 
logical port identifiers identifying all the other building blocks in the unique partition. 

9. (original) The method of claim 7, wherein the logical identifier comprises a logical port 
identifier. 

10. (original) The method of claim 1 , wherein communicating among the one or more of the 
plurality of building blocks comprises determining by each building block of the one or more of 
the plurality whether the unique partition has been protected by any building block of the one or 
more of the plurality. 
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1 1 . (original) The method of claim 1 0, wherein determining whether the unique partition has 
been protected comprises examining partition protect indicators and commit indicators of the one 
or more of the plurality of building blocks. 

12. (original) The method of claim 1» wherein communicating among the one or more of the 
plurality of building blocks comprises committing by each building block of the one or more of the 
plurality to the unique partition. 

13. (original) The method of claim 12, wherein committing to the unique partition comprises 
setting a commit indicator. 

14. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein joining the unique partition by each of the one 
or more of the plurality of building blocks comprises protecting the unique partition. 

15. (original) The method of claim 14, wherein protecting the unique partition con:q)rises 
setting a partition protect indicator and a commit indicator. 

16. (original) The method of claim 14, wherein joining the unique partition by each of the one 
or more of the plurality of building blocks fiirther comprises each building block protecting itself 

1 7. (original) The method of claim 1 6, wherein each building block protecting itself comprises 
setting a building block protect indicator. 

1 8. (original) The method of claim 1, further comprising removing a building block from a 
partition. 
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19. (original) The method of claim 1 8, wherein removing a building block from a partition 
comprises turning off a commit indicator of the building block. 



20. (curretttly amended) A system comprising: 

a commit indicator for each of the plurality of building blocks to be partitioned, the 
commit indicator of a building block signifying that the building block has joined a partition; and, 

a partition protect indicator for each of the plurality of building blocks, the partition 
protect indicator of a building block signifying that a partition that the building block has joined is 
protected and that only other of the plurality of building blocks that have joined the partitioned of 
the building block may change the co mmit mdicator of the building block. 



2 1 , (original) The system of claim 20, further comprising a building block protect indicator 
for each of the plurality of building blocks, the building block protect indicator of a building block 
signifying that the partition identifier of the building block can only be changed by the building 
block itself 



22. (original) The system of claim 21, wherein the building block protect indicator fiirther 
signifies that a logical identifier of the building block can only be changed by the building block 
itself 



23 . (original) The system of claim 2 1 , wherein the building block protect indicator further 
signifies that a physical identifier of the building block can only be changed by the building block 
itself 



24. (original) The system of claim 21., wherein the building block protect indicator comprises 
a hardware bit that can be set to zero or one. 
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25. (original) The system of claim 20» wherein the commit indicator signifies that a logical 
identifier and a partition identifier of the building block cannot be changed. 

26. (original) The system of claim 25^ wherein the logical identifier is a logical port identifier. 

27. (original) The system of claim 25, wherein the commit indicator comprises a hardware bit 
that can be set to zero or one. 

28. (cancelled) 

29. (original) The system of claim 20, wherein the partition protect indicator of the building 
block bdng set in addition to the commit indicator of the building block being set signifies that a 
partition that the building block has joined is protected. 

30. (original) The system of claim 20, wherein the partition protect indicator comprises a 
hardware bit that can be set to zero or one, 

31. (currently amended) An article comprising: 
a computer-readable medium; and, 

means in the medium for joining a partition in a masterless manner by a building block of a 
plurality of building blocks, by communicating with other building blocks of the plurality of 
building blocks and by examining a plurality of indicator9 of each of the other building blocks, 
including a partition protect indicator, a building block protect indicator, and a building-block-to- 
partition commit indicator , the partition pTQt e ct Hl dic ator si gni ^rjn g that Qply Other of the plurality 
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of building blocks that have joined the partition of the building block may change the building- 

bbffk-tQ-paititioq cQmrnW MmlQV pf the building block. 

32. (originai) The article of claim 18, wherein the medium is selected from the group 
consisting of: a modulated carrier signal; and a recordable data storage medium. 
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